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and offers condolences to his family and
friends;

(2) expresses profound concern about the
delays in achieving justice in Alex
Villamayor’s case;

(3) urges Paraguayan authorities to invite
the Federal Bureau of Investigation to pro-
vide technical assistance to properly inves-
tigate the circumstances surrounding Alex
Villamayor’s death and assess whether other
individuals may have had a role in the crime
or cover-up;

(4) urges the Government of Paraguay to
provide for the physical security of Alex
Villamayor’s family and others seeking jus-
tice in this case and to properly investigate
recent threats against their lives, charging
those implicated in such threats;

(5) calls on the Department of State to
prioritize justice for Alex Villamayor in its
diplomatic engagement with the Govern-
ment of Paraguay; and

(6) calls on the Department of State to re-
view its procedures for providing services to
the families of United States citizens slain
or assaulted abroad.

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, today 1
rise to pay tribute to an exemplary
young Marylander whose life was trag-
ically cut short four years ago today.
Senator VAN HOLLEN and I have just in-
troduced a resolution which pays trib-
ute to Alex’s life, calls for justice and
accountability in his murder, and pro-
cedures to ensure other families do not
suffer this same tragedy.

Luis Alejandro ‘‘Alex’ Villamayor
was born on July 3, 1998, to parents
Puning Luk Villamayor and Luis
Felipe Villamayor in Rockville, Mary-
land. Those who knew him remember
him as a smart, loving, and compas-
sionate young man with a good sense of
humor. Alex was committed to his par-
ents, siblings, and friends. He was a de-
voted member of his church and always
sought to help those less fortunate.

Alex Villamayor moved with his fam-
ily to Paraguay at the age of six. He
attended high school there and grad-
uated with honors from the Pan Amer-
ican International School and was ac-
cepted to attend Montgomery College
in Maryland in the fall of 2015 to study
business management. He ultimately
planned to pursue a career to help and
support the Paraguayan people, but
was tragically murdered on June 27,
2015, in the city of Encarnacion.

Alex’s death was wrongfully ruled a
suicide by Paraguayan authorities,
who had not properly investigated the
death at that point and failed to col-
lect blood and DNA samples from indi-
viduals present at the scene of the
crime, conduct gunshot residue anal-
ysis, or collect cellular phone records
and data from individuals present at
the crime scene.

After Alex’s family noted gross in-
consistencies in accounts of his death,
Alex’s body was exhumed for additional
forensic examination, which found that
he had been raped and physically as-
saulted prior to his death. Finally, in
September 2015, Alex’s death was ruled
a homicide. René Hofstetter and Ma-
thias Wilbs were charged with crimes
in relation to Alex Villamayor’s mur-
der and Paraguayan authorities opened
a formal investigation of Alain Jacks
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Diaz de Bedoya, who was also present
at the time of Alex’s death. While the
charges against, Mr. Diaz de Bedoya
were eventually dropped, in April 2018
René Hofstetter was convicted of homi-
cide and sentenced to 12 years in prison
and Mathias Wilbs was sentenced to
two years and 10 months on obstruc-
tion of justice.

In spite of these convictions, I re-
main concerned about the handling of
this case. In spite of an offer to assist,
the Government of Paraguay never al-
lowed the FBI to provide technical as-
sistance for the investigation. Our Am-
bassador at the time told media outlets
that ‘‘the investigation and the han-
dling of this case has been worrisome.”’
Of even greater concern, members of
Alex’s immediate family continue to
face grave physical threats in Para-
guay for their pursuit of justice.

Senators VAN HOLLEN and I continue
to offer our deepest condolences to the
Villamayor family and, through this
resolution, call on Paraguayan au-
thorities to finally allow the FBI to as-
sist in this case and provide the nec-
essary protections to Alex’s family. We
similarly ask the Department of State
to prioritize justice for Alex
Villamayor in its diplomatic engage-
ment with the Government of Para-
guay and to review its procedures for
providing services to the families of
United States citizens slain or as-
saulted abroad.

On this sad anniversary, we remain
committed to honoring the life of Alex
Villamayor and working to ensure this
tragic story does not repeat itself.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION 270—RECOG-
NIZING THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY
OF THE STONEWALL UPRISING

Ms. BALDWIN (for herself, Mrs.
GILLIBRAND, Mr. SCHUMER, Ms. CoOL-
LINS, Ms. CANTWELL, Mr. MARKEY, Mr.
CASEY, Ms. HARRIS, Mr. MURPHY, Mr.
BENNET, Mr. DURBIN, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr.
BOOKER, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. SANDERS,
Mr. CooNs, Ms. SMITH, Mrs. SHAHEEN,
Mr. WYDEN, Mr. CARPER, Ms. HIRONO,
Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mr.
MERKLEY, Mr. CARDIN, Ms. HASSAN, and
Mrs. FEINSTEIN) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to:

S. RES. 270

Whereas the Stonewall Inn opened on or
around March 18, 1967, at 53 Christopher
Street in the Greenwich Village neighbor-
hood of New York City;

Whereas the neighborhood of Greenwich
Village, and establishments like the Stone-
wall Inn, served as a sanctuary for members
of the lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender,
and queer (referred to in this preamble as
“LGBTQ”’) community from persecution by
police and society at large;

Whereas during the time around the open-
ing of the Stonewall Inn, many State and
local governments, including New York City,
criminalized how LGBTQ individuals express
their identities and relationships, which re-
sulted in LGBTQ individuals frequently
being harassed by law enforcement, includ-
ing the New York City Police Department
(referred to in this preamble as the
“NYPD”);
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Whereas LGBTQ individuals had begun to
stand up to such police harassment, includ-
ing at Cooper Do-nuts in Los Angeles in 1959,
Compton’s Cafeteria in San Francisco in
1966, and Black Cat Tavern in Los Angeles in
1967;

Whereas, in the early morning hours of
June 28, 1969, the NYPD raided the Stonewall
Inn and arrested many patrons;

Whereas brave individuals, particularly
transgender women of color, stood up to in-
justice the night of June 28, 1969, which
sparked an uprising against the NYPD, with
confrontations and protests at the Stonewall
Inn and the surrounding area lasting until
July 3, 1969;

Whereas the Stonewall uprising empowered
thousands of LGBTQ individuals to emerge
from the shadows and come out publicly as
they stood up for their community the night
of June 28, 1969 and beyond, putting their
lives and safety at risk;

Whereas, along with public protests in Chi-
cago, L.os Angeles, New York, Philadelphia,
San Francisco, Washington, D.C., and else-
where, the Stonewall uprising became a cat-
alyst for the LGBTQ civil rights movement
to secure social and political equality and
inspired the formation of many advocacy or-
ganizations;

Whereas, on June 27-28, 1970, members of
the LGBTQ community commemorated the
first anniversary of Stonewall and re-
affirmed the solidarity of the LGBTQ com-
munity by organizing the first Pride
marches, or gatherings, in New York City,
San Francisco, Chicago, and Los Angeles;

Whereas the Stonewall uprising is remem-
bered and celebrated every year in June dur-
ing “LGBTQ Pride Month’’;

Whereas in June 2016 the Stonewall Inn
and its surrounding area was declared a na-
tional monument, becoming the first na-
tional monument to commemorate the
LGBTQ civil rights movement;

Whereas WorldPride will be held in June
2019 for the first time in the United States in
New York City to commemorate the Stone-
wall uprising, bringing representatives of the
global LGBTQ community to recognize these
historic events;

Whereas on May 30, 2019, New York City
announced that it would dedicate a monu-
ment honoring pioneering transgender activ-
ists and key leaders in the Stonewall upris-
ing, Marsha P. Johnson and Sylvia Rivera,
the first permanent public monument in the
world honoring transgender women;

Whereas on June 6, 2019, the NYPD offi-
cially apologized for the raid on the Stone-
wall Inn;

Whereas, despite the progress made since
the Stonewall uprising, members of the
LGBTQ community have experienced biased
policing and are still at significant risk of
violence and discrimination;

Whereas, according to the annual hate
crimes report published by the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation, LGBTQ individuals,
particularly LGBTQ individuals of color,
continue to be the target of bias-motivated
violence, and efforts to address this violence
may be hindered by a continued lack of trust
in law enforcement;

Whereas not less than 100 transgender indi-
viduals, primarily women of color, have been
murdered in the United States since the be-
ginning of 2015; and

Whereas no individual in the United States
should have to fear being the target of vio-
lence because of who they are or who they
love: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes the 50th Anniversary of the
Stonewall uprising;

(2) condemns violence and discrimination
against members of the LGBTQ community
and recommits itself to securing justice,



S4638

equality, and well-being for LGBTQ individ-
uals; and

(3) commends the bravery, solidarity, and
resiliency of the LGBTQ community in the
face of violence and discrimination, both
past and present.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 271—DESIG-
NATING JULY 12, 2019, AS ‘“COL-
LECTOR CAR APPRECIATION
DAY” AND RECOGNIZING THAT
THE COLLECTION AND RESTORA-
TION OF HISTORIC AND CLASSIC
CARS IS AN IMPORTANT PART
OF PRESERVING THE TECHNO-
LOGICAL ACHIEVEMENTS AND
CULTURAL HERITAGE OF THE
UNITED STATES

Mr. BURR (for himself and Mr.
TESTER) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. RES. 271

Whereas many people in the United States
maintain classic automobiles as a pastime
and do so with great passion and as a means
of individual expression;

Whereas the Senate recognizes the effect
that the more than 100-year history of the
automobile has had on the economic
progress of the United States and supports
wholeheartedly all activities involved in the
restoration and exhibition of classic auto-
mobiles;

Whereas the collection, restoration, and
preservation of automobiles is an activity
shared across generations and across all seg-
ments of society;

Whereas thousands of local car clubs and
related businesses have been instrumental in
preserving a historic part of the heritage of
the United States by encouraging the res-
toration and exhibition of such vintage
works of art;

Whereas automotive restoration provides
well-paying, high-skilled jobs for people in
all 50 States; and

Whereas automobiles have provided the in-
spiration for music, photography, cinema,
fashion, and other artistic pursuits that have
become part of the popular culture of the
United States: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates July 12, 2019, as ‘‘Collector
Car Appreciation Day’’;

(2) recognizes that the collection and res-
toration of historic and classic cars is an im-
portant part of preserving the technological
achievements and cultural heritage of the
United States; and

(3) encourages the people of the United
States to engage in events and commemora-
tions of Collector Car Appreciation Day that
create opportunities for collector car owners
to educate young people about the impor-
tance of preserving the cultural heritage of
the United States, including through the col-
lection and restoration of collector cars.

————

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 21—STRONGLY CON-
DEMNING HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLA-
TIONS, VIOLENCE AGAINST CI-
VILIANS, AND COOPERATION
WITH IRAN BY THE HOUTHI
MOVEMENT AND ITS ALLIES IN
YEMEN

Mr. COTTON (for himself, Mrs.
BLACKBURN, Mr. RUBIO, Mr. BRAUN, Mr.
CORNYN, Mr. INHOFE, and Mr. CRUZ)
submitted the following concurrent
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resolution; which was referred to the
Committee on Foreign Relations:
S. CoN. RESs. 21

Whereas, in 2014 and 2015, the Houthi move-
ment, also known as Ansar Allah, and its al-
lies attacked Yemen’s internationally recog-
nized government and seized control of the
capital, Sana’a, and the port city of Aden;

Whereas, since 2015, the Houthis have ex-
panded their armed campaign beyond Yem-
en’s borders to target civilian infrastructure
in Saudi Arabia and possibly beyond, includ-
ing hundreds of missile and drone attacks
against civilian targets in Saudi Arabia that
have killed innocent civilians;

Whereas the Houthi movement’s slogan is,
““God is great! Death to America! Death to
Israel! Curse upon the Jews! Victory to
Islam!’’;

Whereas al Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula
and the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria—
Yemen Province have taken advantage of the
Yemeni civil war to expand their territory
and resources;

Whereas Iran and its proxies have provided
direct financial, material, and logistical sup-
port to the Houthis for at least a decade;

Whereas the United Nations Panel of Ex-
perts on Yemen has found that Iran is in vio-
lation of United Nations Security Council
Resolution 2216 (2015) for supplying the
Houthis with missiles and drones;

Whereas the Bab-el-Mandeb Strait between
Yemen, Djibouti, and Eritrea, which con-
nects the Suez Canal and Red Sea to the In-
dian Ocean, is a strategically important
transit point for a significant amount of
global trade each year;

Whereas the Bab-el-Mandeb Strait is the
world’s fourth-largest transit point for oil
shipments;

Whereas, in its January 2018 and January
2019 reports, the United Nations Panel of Ex-
perts on Yemen expressed concern that
Houthi missile attacks and sea mines re-
leased in the Red Sea and Bab-el-Mandeb
Strait threatened commercial shipping and
humanitarian aid;

Whereas, in October 2016, the Houthis
launched multiple cruise missiles at United
States Navy warships while they were in
international waters near the Bab-el-Mandeb
Strait;

Whereas, in July 2018, the Houthis at-
tacked two Saudi oil tankers transiting
through the Bab-el-Mandeb Strait;

Whereas, on May 23, 2018, a Houthi missile
hit a Turkish-flagged ship carrying wheat to
a Yemeni port;

Whereas the United Nations warned on
February 14, 2019, that approximately
24,000,000 people in Yemen are in need of hu-
manitarian assistance and protection, with
most living in territory currently held by
the Houthis;

Whereas the United Nations also estimates
that 7,400,000 people in Yemen are in need of
treatment for malnutrition, including
2,000,000 children under 5 years of age;

Whereas according to Human Rights
Watch, the extensive use of land mines by
the Houthis has killed and maimed hundreds
of civilians and cut off entire communities
from their crops, clean water, and humani-
tarian aid;

Whereas, on June 21, 2019, the World Food
Programme announced that it was partially
suspending aid to parts of Yemen controlled
by the Houthis because of interference with
food distribution and aid convoys and the
misappropriation of food by Houthi officials;

Whereas Reporters Without Borders esti-
mated that, as of March 2019, at least 16 jour-
nalists were being held hostage by the
Houthis, with 10 of them facing possible exe-
cution following years of torture and starva-
tion;
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Whereas, according to Human Rights
Watch, the Houthis have undertaken a delib-
erate campaign of kidnapping, torture, and
abuse against students, human rights defend-
ers, political opponents, and religious mi-
norities;

Whereas Houthi missile and drone attacks
on June 12, 2019, and June 23, 2019, killed 1 ci-
vilian and injured 47 others at Abha Inter-
national Airport in southern Saudi Arabia;

Whereas, according to United States Cen-
tral Command, on June 6, 2019, a Houthi sur-
face to air missile shot down a United States
MQ-9 Reaper drone over Yemen, dem-
onstrating a new Houthi capability that
United States Central Command assessed
was enabled by Iranian assistance;

Whereas, on December 18, 2018, a cease-fire
took effect in the port of Hodeidah, Yemen,
which is the entry point for 70 percent of hu-
manitarian aid in the country;

Whereas the Houthis did not begin remov-
ing their forces from Hodeidah and two other
ports, part of phase one of the December 2018
ceasefire and withdrawal agreement agreed
to in Stockholm, Sweden, until May 2019;

Whereas according to the United Nations
monitoring mission in Hodeidah, the Houthis
had not removed many of their military in-
stallations and equipment from the port city
as of June 12, 2019; and

Whereas, on June 24, 2019, the United
States, United Kingdom, Saudi Arabia, and
the United Arab Emirates released a joint
statement that raised concerns that Iranian
activities were destabilizing both Yemen and
the broader region, reaffirmed support for
the efforts of United Nations Special Envoy
Martin Griffiths, and called on all parties in
Yemen to accelerate implementation of the
Stockholm agreement: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress—

(1) condemns the Houthi movement in
Yemen for—

(A) its blatant disregard for human rights
and innocent life;

(B) its ideology of hate toward Israel and
Jewish people both in Yemen and around the
world;

(C) preventing critical humanitarian aid
from reaching people in Yemen;

(D) the targeting of international com-
merce in the Red Sea and Bab-el-Mandeb
Strait; and

(E) missile and drone attacks against civil-
ians;

(2) expresses concern about Iran’s exten-
sive support for the Houthis and the eco-
nomic and security consequences for the re-
gion of an Iranian foothold on the Arabian
Peninsula;

(3) urges the Houthis and other parties in
the Yemeni civil war to uphold the terms of
the December 2018 ceasefire and withdrawal
agreement agreed to in Stockholm, Sweden;
and

(4) urges the United States Government to
support a peace process to end the civil war
and humanitarian crisis in Yemen while pre-
venting Iran and terrorist groups, including
al Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula and the
Islamic State of Iraq and Syria—Yemen
Province, from gaining a permanent foothold
on the Arabian Peninsula.

————

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 904. Mr. MCCONNELL (for Mr. HOEVEN)
proposed an amendment to the bill S. 50, to
authorize the Secretary of the Interior to as-
sess sanitation and safety conditions at Bu-
reau of Indian Affairs facilities that were
constructed to provide affected Columbia
River Treaty tribes access to traditional
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